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Mormon  Belief  Concerning 
Government  and  Law. 

A  Declaration  of  Church  Policy. 
By  President  Heber  J.  Grant 

[Editor's  Note  :  The  following  declaration 
of  belief  concerning  governments  and  laws  in 
general,  as  adopted'  by  the  Church, 
was  made  by  President  Heber  J.  Grant 
in  a  talk  in  the  chapel  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Chicago,  in  Chicago,  Illinois,  Sunday, 
September  16th.  President  Grant  prefaced 
this  declaration  by  quoting  articles  one, 
eleven,  twelve,  and  thirteen  of  the  Articles 
of  Faith.  And  in  conclusion  he  said  that 
he  had  travelled  from  Scandinavia  on  the 
north  to  Italy  on  the  south  in  Europe  ;  and 
from  Canada  to  Mexico,  and  from  Portland, 
Maine,  to  Portland,  Oregon ;  in  Hawaii  and 
in  far  off  Japan,  bearing  his  testimony  that 
he  knew  that  God  lives,  that  Jesus  Chrit  was 
and  is  the  Redeemer  of  the  world  ;  and  he 
earnestly  prayed  that  he  and  all  others  who 
have  this  testimony  might  so  live  that  their 
lives  would  be  an  inspiration  to  others. 

Reports  containing  his  statements  were 
relayed  to  newspapers  throughout  the  United 
States  by  the  Associated  Press,  America's 
premier  news -service   agency. 


PRESIDENT  HEBER  J.  GRANT. 
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The  occasion  for  President  (»r;<nt's  remarks 
was  t ho  presence  of  the  Mormon  Tahernaclo 
Choir,  whose  members  sang  in  the  ehapel  to 
an  audience  of  nearly  ^,000.  The  Choir's 
university  concert  followed  a  week's  trium- 
phant appearance  in  the  Ford  Symphony 
Gardens  at  the  Century  of  Progress  Exposi- 
tion  in  OhicagO.] 

We  believe  that  governments  were  in- 
stituted of  God  for  the  benefit  of  man, 
and  that  He  holds  men  accountable  for 
their  acts  in  relation  to  them,  both  in 
making  laws  and  in  administering  them 
for  the  good  and  safety  of  society. 

We  believe  that  no  government  can 
exist  in  peace,  except  such  laws  are 
framed  and  held  inviolate  as  will  secure 
to  each  individual  the  free  exercise  of 
conscience,  the  right  and  control  of  pro- 
pertv,  and  the  protection  of  life. 

We  believe  that  all  governments  neces- 
sarily require  civil  officers  and  magistrates 
to  enforce  the  laws  of  the  same ;  and 
that  such  as  will  administer  the  law  in 
equity  and  justice  should  be  sought  for 
and  upheld  by  the  voice  of  the  people  if 
a  republic,  or  by  the  will  of  the  sovereign. 

We  believe  that  religion  is  instituted  of 
God  ;  and  that  men  are  amenable  to 
Him,  and  to  Him  only  for  the  exercise 
of  it,  unless  their  religious  opinions 
prompt  them  to  infringe  upon  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  others ;  but  we  do  not 
believe  that  human  law  has  a  right  to 
interfere  in  prescribing  rules  of  worship 
to  bind  the  conscience  of  men,  nor  to 
dictate  forms  for  public  or  private  devo- 
tion. We  believe  that  the  civil  magis- 
trates should  restrain  crime  but  never 
contol  conscience,  should  punish  guilt  but 
never  suppress  the  freedom  of  the  soul. 

We  believe  that  all  men  are  bound  to 
sustain  and  uphold  the  respective  govern- 
ments in  which  they  reside,  while  pro- 
tected in  their  inherent  and  inalienable 
rights  by  the  laws  of  such  governments  ; 
and  that  sedition  and  rebellion  are  un- 
becoming every  citizen  thus  protected, 
and  should  be  punished  accordingly  ;  and 
that  all  governments  have  a  right  to  enact 
such  laws  as  in  their  own  judgments  are 
best  calculated  to  secure  the  public 
interest ;  at  the  same  time,  however, 
holding  sacred  the  freedom  of  conscience. 

We  believe  that  every  man  should  be 
honoured  in  his  station,  rulers  and  magis- 
trates as  such,  being  placed  for  the  pro- 


tection of  the  innocent  and  the  punish- 
ment of  the  guilty;  and  that  to  the  laws 
all  men  owe  respect  and  deference,  as 
without  them  peace  and  harmonv  would 
be  supplanted  by  anarchy  and  terror; 
human  laws  being  instituted  for  the  ex- 
press purpose  of  regulating  our  interest 
as  individuals  and  nations,  between  man 
and  man  ;  and  the  divine  laws  given  of 
heaven,  prescribing  rules  on  spiritual  con- 
cerns, for  faith  and  worship,  both  to  be 
answered  by  man  to  his  Maker. 

We  believe  that  rulers,  states,  and 
governments  have  a  right,  and  are  bound 
to  enact  laws  for  the  protection  of  all 
citizens  in  the  free  exercise  of  their  re- 
ligious beliefs  ;  but  we  do  not  believe  that 
they  have  a  right  in  justice  to  deprive 
citizens  of  their  privilege,  or  proscribe 
them  is  their  opinions,  so  long  as  a  re- 
gard and  reverence  are  shown  to  the  laws, 
and  such  religious  opinions  do  not  justify 
sedition  nor  conspiracv. 

We  believe  that  the  commission  of 
crime  should  be  punished  according  to  the 
nature  of  the  offence;  that  murder,  trea- 
son, robbery,  theft,  and  a  breach  of  the 
general  peace,  in  all  respects,  should  be 
punished  according  to  their  criminality 
and  their  tendency  to  evil  among  men, 
by  the  'laws  of  that  government  in  which 
the  offence  is  committed ;  and  for  the 
public  peace  and  tranquility  all  men 
should  step  forward  and  use  their  ability 
in  bringing  offenders  against  good  laws 
to  punishment. 

We  do>  not  believe  it  just  to  mingle  re- 
ligious influence  with  civil  government, 
whereby  one  religious  societv  is  fostered 
and  another  proscribed  in  its  spiritual 
privileges,  and  the  individual  rights  of  its 
members,    as   citizens,    denied.  , 

We  believe  that  all  religious  societies 
have  a  right  to  deal  with  their  members 
for  disorderly  conduct,  according  to  the 
rules  and  regulations  of  such  societies ; 
provided  that  such  dealings  be  for  fellow- 
ship and  good  standing ;  but  we  do  not 
believe  that  any  religious  society  has 
authority  to  try  men  on  the  right  of  pro- 
perty or  life,  to  take  from  them  this 
world's  goods,  or  to  put  them  in  jeopardy 
of  either  life  or  limb,  or  to  inflict  any 
physical  punishment  upon  them ;  they 
can  only  excommunicate  them  from 
their  society,  and  withdraw  from  them 
their  fellowship. 
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* SACRAMENT  GEM  FOR  MARCH,    1935* 

Again  we  meet  around  the   board 
Of  Jesus,    our  redeeming  God; 
With  faith  in  His  atoning  blood, 
Our  only  access  unto  God. 

CONCERT   RECITATIONS  FOR  MARCH 

*Gospel  Doctrine* 

"Take  heed   that  ye  despise  not  one  of  these   little   ones;    for   I  say 
unto  you,    That   in  heaven  their  angels  do   always  behold    the    face   of  my 
father  which   is   in  heaven."  (Matt.    18:10) 

^Missionary* 

"But   God  hath  revealed  them  unto  us   by  His   spirit:    for   the    spirit 
searcheth  all  things,    yea,    the   deep   things   of   God. 

"For  what  man  knoweth   the    things  of   a  man,    save   the    spirit   of  man 
which   is   in  him?     ^Efren  so   the    things  of  £odr  knoweth  no  man-,    but   the   Spirit  • 
of  God."  (I  Core    2:10,11) 

*New   Testament* 

"John  answered,  saying  unto  them  all,  I  indeed  baptize  you  with 

water,  but  one  mightier  than  I  cometh,  the  latchet  of  whose  shoes  I  am 

not  worthy  to  unloose:  he  shall  baptize  you  with  the  Holy  Ghost  and  with 

fire.-"  (Luke   3:16) 

/ 

*Church  History* 

we.v-:£&:^j^  #-te£ar&a,   Faraway,  4n;the   -^St; 

Whlre'  none" '  final  Income    to  hurt  or  make    afraid,    There   the  Saints  will 

be   blessed. 
We1 11  make    the  air  with  music   ring,    Shout  praises   to   our   God  and  King; 
Above   the   rest  each   tongue  will  tell,      All   is  well!   All   is  well! 

*Kindergarten* 

"Jesus   came   to   show   all  people 
How   to  help  and   how    to    love." 


*:*:*:*:*:*:* 

SPECIALS  FOR  MONTH  OF  MARCH 

Mar.   4th Illustrative  lecture  on  temples  and  their  purpose. 

By  Genealogical  Society 

9th Old  Folks  Party.   Hotel  does  catering  if  desired  and  Relief 

Society  finances  the  part"  by  taking  up  subscriptions. 

17th Sunday  closest  observed  honoring  anniversary  of  Relief 

Society  Organization.   By  Relief  Society 

(over)  <over> 


jreoraary  at,   lyaa 

Dear  Brothers  and  Sisters: 

After  fifteen  years  absence  from  the  shores  of  sunny  Africa  I  return 
with  my  wife  and  four  children  and  with  them  send  greetings  to  you,  our 
brothers  and  sisters  in  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

One  of  the  grandest  thrills  we  have  experienced  was  to  arise  early 
yesterday  morning  and  after  a  five  and  one  half  weeks  trip  from  our  home 
in  the  valleys  of  the  mountains  see  the  silver  sheen  of  Table  Bay  and  the 
outline  of  Table  Mountain  in  the  early  dawn.   To  again  return  to  beautiful 
Cumorah  where  I  experienced  so  many  happy  days  was  indeed  a  joy. 

Our  sole  purpose  of  returning  to  this  land  is  to  serve  the  Lord  and 
in  our  humble  way  to  add  to  the  happiness  and  joy  which  the  gospel  has 
brought  to  each  of  you.  We  realize  that  your  hearts  are  sad  in  contempl- 
ating the  departure  of  President  and  Sister  Dalton  and  their  family. 
The  Lord  loves  you  for  your  devotion  and  loyalty  to  His  servants  and  for 
your  diligence  in  helping  to  make  their  labors  a  success  in  this  part  of 
His  vineyard.  We  pray  that  we  may  in  part  at  least  be  ablo  to  continue 
in  the  footsteps  of  President  and  Sister  Dalton  and  that  when  our  time  for 
departure  from  this  land  arrives  that  our  labors  may  be  crowned  with  succ- 
ess. 

We  bring  to  you  the  greetings  and  blessings  of  the  authorities  of  the 
Church  in  Zion  and  of  the  former  missionaries  and  members  of  this  mission. 
We  also  bring  to  you  our  testimony  of  the  love  and  devotion  of  the  author- 
ities of  the  Church  to  this  work  and  our  enthusiasm  in  the  knowledge  of 
the  wonderful  progress  that  is  being  made  by  the  Church  at  home  and  abroad. 
I  do  not  believe  that  there  has never  been  a  period  in  the  history  of  the 
Church  that  can  compare  with  the  interest  that  is  now  being  shown  in  the 
Gospel  message.   Recognition  is  now  being  given  to  the  wonderful  philosophy 
of  Mormonism  and  to  the  vitality  and  strength  of  its  organization. 

We  pray  to  our  Heavenly  Father  that  we  may  gain  the  love  and  devotion 
of  all  of  you,  that  we  may  be  of  service  to  you,  that  we  may  feel  of  your 
spirit  and  that  our  lives  may  ever  be  an  encouragement  to  you.  We  realize 
that  you  all  have  your  trials  and  that  some  days  the  path  seems  hard. 
Sincere  prayer  and  devoted  service  is  the  best  cure  for  such  discouraging 
events. 

It  is  with  wonder  that  we  contemplate  the  achievements  of  this  mission 
since  the  arrival  of  President  and  Sister  Dalton.   The  increase  in  member- 
ship, the  increase,  in  payment  of  tithes  and  offerings,  the  organization  of 
branches  under  the  direction  of  local  brethren  and  sisters,  and  the  effic- 
ient General  Board  Organization,  and  ..the  development  of  the  auxiliary 
organizations  are  all  signs  of  real  progress  and  sincere  devoted  effort. 
The  continued  progress  of  any  organization  is  entirely  dependent  upon  the 
individual  efforts  of  the  members  of  that  organization.  We  trust  that  your 
individual  efforts  will  continue,  in  order  that  you  may  continue  to  enjoy 
the  rich  blessings  of  the  Lord  and  rejoice  with  us  in  the  further  progress 
of  His  work. 

We  will  attempt  to  make  a  tour  of  the  mission  in  the  latter  part  of 
March  or  early  April.  We  look  forward  to  the  privilege  and  opportunity  of 
meeting  my  dear  old  friends  and  those  who  have  embraced  the  glorious 
Gospel  since  my  departure.  May  the  choicest  blessings  of  the  Lord  be  with 
you  al  1. 

Your  brother;  and  sister  in  the  Gospel. 

Le  Grand  P.  Backman  and  Edith  P.  Backman 
(over)  (over) 


20th  February,  1935. 
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We  believe  that  men  should  appeal  to 
the  civil  law  for  redress  of  all  wrongs  and 
grievances,  where  personal  abuse  is  in- 
flicted or  the  right  of  property  or 
character  infringed,  where  such  laws 
exist  as  will  protect  the  same ;  but  we 
believe  that  all  men  are  justified  in  defend- 
ing themselves,  their  friends  and  pro- 
perty, and  the  government,  from  the 
unlawful  assaults  and  encroachments  of 
all  persons  in  times  of  exigency,  where 
immediate  appeal  cannot  be  made  to  the 
laws,  and  relief  afforded. 


CHURCHWIDE   NEWS. 

There  are  now  110  Stakes  of  Zion. 
Unwaveringly  the  Church  has  gone  for- 
ward. On  9th  December,  under  the 
direction  of  President  Heber  J.  Grant, 
President  J.  Reuben  Clark,  and  Presid- 
ing Bishop  Sylvester  Q.  Cannon,  the 
New  York  Stake  of  Zion  was  organized 
in  the  state  where  the  Church  was  origi- 
nally established   104  years  ago. 

In  speaking  of  the  consistent  growth  of 
the  Church,  President  Grant  remarked  on 
the  recent  organization  of  stakes  in  San 
Francisco  and  Oakland,  California,  and 
intimated  that  a  stake  was  soon  to  be 
established  in  Hawaii.  Four  wards  and 
three  dependent  branches  with  an  aggre- 
gate membership  of  2,000  now  comprise 
the  new  stake  where  there  were  less 
than  100  Church  members  when  Presi- 
dent Grant  first  visited  New  York  as  a 
Church  representative  50  years  ago. 
The  change  from  a  district  of  the  Eastern 
States  Mission  was  effected  1st  January, 
with    Elder    Fred    G.     Taylor    as    stake 

president. 

□   □  

One  hundred  descendents  of  Mormon 
pioneers,  recruited  from  the  Washington 
D.C.  Young  Men's  and  Young  Women's 
Mutual  Improvement  Associations,  parti- 
cipated in  a  huge  pageant  staged  on  the 
east  plaza  of  the  National  Capitol  in 
Washington  on  5th  October.  These 
young  people  were  called  by  directors  of 
the  Self-help  P'atriotic  Pageant,  to  depict 
the  co-operative  spirit  expressed  by  their 
illustrious  forebears  in  building  an  em- 
pire in  the  wilderness  of  the  West. 
This  comes  as  another  indication  of  the 
high  respect  in  which  the  Church  and  its 
work  is  now  held  in  America. 


The  Great  Restorer. 

Radio  address  by  Judge  Nephi 
Jensen,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

What  is  there  in  the  homely  name 
Joseph  Smith  that  the  mention  of  it  should 
make  the  wicked  rave  and  the  righteous 
rejoice?  Why  does  it  provoke  curses 
from  the  high  priests  of  error,  and  call 
forth  praises  from  the  humble  saints? 
Why  does  it  divide  humanity  into  two 
distinct  classes,  those  who  hate  him  and 
those  who  ardently  love  him? 

The  right  answer  to  these  questions  is 
one  of  the  most  vital  facts  in  the  history 
of  the  nineteenth  century.  The  answer 
to  these  questions  is  not  found  in  the 
word  "  delusion."  The  dim  eyes  of 
deception  never  saw  as  clearlv  as  Joseph 
Smith  did  the  great  fundamentals  of  re- 
ligion. Hallucination  never  founded  a 
perfect  church  organisation  and  gave  to 
the  world  a  great  enduring  philosophy  of 
religion.  Mental  aberration  never  banded 
together  tens  of  thousands  of  men  and 
women  of  varied  tastes,  temperaments 
and  intelligences,  and  sent  them  forth  to 
sacrifice  all  for  the  salvation  of  the  human 
race. 

Nor  can  this  great  prophet's  message 
be  driven  out  of  the  court  of  the  world's 
thought  and  opinion  with  the  epithet 
"  imposter. "  Mis  mark  upon  his  age 
is  too  deep  to  be  erased  by  opprobrious 
names.  "  A  false  man."  says  Carl  vie, 
"  cannot  even  build  a  house."  And  yet 
Joseph  Smith  laid  the  foundation  of  a 
Church  and  erected  a  superstructure 
thereon  so  marvellous  in  its  adjustment 
and  so  perfectly  unified  in  its  workings, 
that  it  has  called  forth  unstinted  praise 
from  even  those  who  hate  his  name.  He 
bequeathed  to  this  Church  a  legacy  of 
truth,  faith  and  spiritual  power  that  has 
nerved  his  followers  with  courage  to  sub- 
due deserts  ;  make  villages  and  marts  of 
trade  spring  up  in  a  wilderness  ;  and  fired 
them  with  the  self-forgetting  devotion 
that  impels  them  to  send  their  sons  and 
daughters  to  the  ends  of  the  earth  to  hold 
aloft  the  cross  of  Christ  without  hope  of 
earthly  compensation. 
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The  explanation  of  the  power  of  Joseph 
Smith's  name  is  not  found  in  the  epithets 
"  delusion  "  or  "  impostor."  It  is  found 
in  the  deep  vital  fad  that  he  was  a  divine- 
restorer  of  eternal  truth. 

His  real  career  commenced  in  1820, 
when  he  was  given  an  actual  vision  of  the 
Father  and  the  Son.  That  year  Herbert 
Spencer  was  born.  The  names  of  both 
these  men  have  been  heard  around  the 
world.  The  one  is  the  synonym  of 
doubt.  The  other  stands  for  super  faith. 
The  one  connotes  agnosticism.  The 
other  symbolises  a  living  belief.  They 
both  strove  to  find  the  same  thing — the 
knowledge  of  God.  Herbert  Spencer  used 
the  key  of  reason  and  speculation,  and 
Joseph  Smith  used  the  key  of  faith  and 
devotion.  Herbert  Spencer  sought  to 
find  God  through  an  endless  analysis  of 
the  crust  of  things.  Joseph  Smith  went 
by  faith -inspired  prayer  right  into  the 
presence     of     God.  Herbert     Spencer 

ended  his  long  life  saying.  '"  God  is  un- 
knowable." Joseph  Smith,  when  only  a 
boy  of  fourteen,  saw  the  Maker  of  all, 
and  heard  the  Voice  that  stilled  the  storm 
and  stayed  the  wave. 

His  first  vocal  prayer  marked  the  be- 
ginning of  the  real  modern  spiritual  re- 
naissance. The  historic  faith  of  that  boy 
pierced  the  blue  dome  through  which  no 
word  had  come  to  man  for  seventeen  cen- 
turies, and  called  to  the  earth  the  majesty 
of  heaven.  He  knew  the  key  to  the 
knowledge  of  God.  He  had  a  power 
greater  than  that  possessed  by  a  poten- 
tate, the  omnipotent  faith  that  makes  the 
powers  of  heaven  the  servants  of  man. 

In  the  age  when  Huxley  glibly  talked 
about  an  "  absentee  God  "  and  learned 
theologians  bowed  at  the  shrine  of  a 
rhetorical  image,  Joseph  Smith  re- 
discovered the  true  and  living  God.  In 
the  teeth  of  the  age-old  doctrine  of  a  God 
"  without  body,  parts  and  passions,"  this 
bold  prophet  declared  that  the  Lord  in 
Heaven  is  a  tangible  personage  of  taber- 
nacle, in  whose  exact  image  and  likeness 
man  was  made.  He  boldly  brushed  aside 
the  Nicene  Council's  "  congeries  of 
words,"  descriptive  of  the  Trinity,  and 
plainly  averred  what  the  Bible  teaches, 
that  the  Father  and  the  Son  and  the  Holv 
Ghost  are  three  distinct  personages  who 
are  one   in   mind   and   purpose.       While 


the  timid  priests  of  shallow  creeds  were 
standing  alar  oil',  calling  to  God  in  the 
(-old  words  of  learned  theological  formu- 
las, Joseph  Smith  gave  the  true  meaning 
to  the  warm,  pulsating  truth  contained 
in  the  invocation  of  the  Lord's  prayer, 
"  Our  Father  which  art  in  Heaven." 

At  a  time  when  the  theologians  of  all 
creeds  said  that  the  Bible  contained  all 
that  God  intended  to  reveal  to  man, 
Joseph  Smith,  by  divine  inspiration, 
translated  the  Book  of  Mormon  from  the 
gold  plates  which  contained  the  record 
of  God's  hand-dealings  with  His  "  other 
sheep,"  the  ancestors  of  the  American 
Indians.  In  less  than  a  century,  after 
he  had  given  the  Book  of  Mormon  to  the 
world,  as  the  Gospel  brought  to  the  earth 
by  an  angel,  nearly  a  million  people  had 
accepted  the  message.  These  zealous 

followers  of  Joseph  Smith  have  translated 
the  book  into  fourteen  different  languages. 
And  they  are  sending  the  message  it  con- 
tains to  every  "  nation,  kindred,  tongue 
and  people." 

He  gave  to  the  world  a  salutary  hygie- 
nic code,  contained  in  a  revelation  known 
as  the  "  Word  of  Wisdom,"  which  pro- 
scribes the  use  of  tea,  coffee,  tobacco, 
intoxicating  drinks  and  the  excessive 
eating  of  meat.  Scientific  investigations 
subsequent  to  the  proclamation  of  this 
revelation  have  demonstrated  the  whole- 
someness  of  these  divine  law^s  of  health. 
This  heaven-sent  code  has  guarded  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  young  people 
against  tobacco -addiction,  intemperance, 
and  immeasurably  enhanced  their  health, 
usefulness  and  the  beauty  and  happiness 
of  their  lives. 

Through  divine  inspiration  he  was 
given  true  prophetic  foresight.  Twenty - 
eight  years  before  the  outbreak  of  the 
American  Civil  War,  he  predicted  that  a 
war  would  commence  with  "  the  rebellion 
of  South  Carolina,"  that  the  "  southern 
states  would  be  divided  against  the 
northen  states,"  that  the  southern  states 
would  "  call  upon  Great  Britain  " 
for  assistance ;  and  that  this  struggle 
would  "  terminate  in  the  death  and  misery 
of  many  souls."  Fvery  detail  of  this 
prophecy  became  tragic  history  in  the 
death-struggle  between  the  southern  and 
northern  states  of  the  American  Union. 
Over  a  milion  graves  in  the  United  States 
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to-day  attest  the  true  prophetic  power  of 
this   most   remarkable   man. 

In  the  place  of  spirituality,  he  found 
sentimentality.  The  preachers  talked 
eloquently  about  the  Pentecostal,  cloven 
tongues  of  fire,  but  never  dreamed  that 
people  eighteen  hundred  years  after  Peter 
preached  and  "  pricked  the  hearts  "  of 
sinners,  could  enjoy  the  spirit  that  testi- 
fies, reveals,  and  prophesies.  While  the 
divines  were  still  graphically  describing 
the  great  things  God  had  clone  for  His 
people  of  old,  Joseph  Smith  fervently 
testified  of  the  great  things  (lod  is  now 
doing  for  His  people  of  to-day.  He  re- 
affirmed the  promises  of  old,  and  demon- 
strated their  validity. 

He  answered  the  question,  "  From 
whence  came  man?  "  in  the  way  in  which 
the  poet  and  philosopher  are  now  begin- 
ning to  answer  it.  In  the  words,  "  Man 
is  that  he  might  have  joy,"  he  gave  the 
best  and  truest  explanation  of  the  pur- 
pose of  man's  existence.  While  the 
theologians  were  still  saying  that  man 
was  merely  a  son  of  the  sod,"  he  declared 
man  to  be  actually  and  in  truth  the  son 
of  God  destined  in  the  eternal  years  of 
God  to  overcome,  improve,  develop,  and 
to  increase  in  knowledge,  wisdom,  good- 
ness, power  and  glory  until  he  becomes 
perfect  "  even  as  God  in  heaven  is  per- 
fect." 

He  exploded  the  infinitely  cruel  doctrine 
of  eternal  punishment,  that  arbitrarily 
consigns  to  the  eternal,  unquenchable 
flames  all  non-Christians,  and  gives 
wings  and  harps  to  all,  good  or  bad,  who 
simply  speak  the  words,  "  I  believe  in 
Jesus."  He  reaffirmed  the  declaration 
of  John  that  man  will  be  "  judged 
according  to  his  works." 

He  re-announced  Paul's  exalting  doc- 
trine of  degrees  of  glory  in  the  eternal 
worlds ;  and  solemnly  averred  that  some 
souls  will  receive  only  the  glory  of  a 
flickering  star,  others  will  receive  the 
glory  of  the  moon,  while  those  who  have 
been  valiant  for  truth  and  right  will  shine 
forth  in  the  resplendent  glory  of  the  sun. 

He  dispelled  gloom  from  the  tomb. 
He  denied  the  narrow  dogma  that  man's 
hope  of  salvation  is  interred  with  his 
bones  ;  and  taught  the  beneficent  doctrine 
of  salvation  for  the  dead. 


He  gave  to  the  word  heaven  a  new 
meaning.  He  took  out  of  it  the  impossi- 
ble notion  of  winged  angels  everlastingly 
playing  on  harps  and  declared  heaven  to 
be  a  place  where  the  truest  human  ties  are 
inviolate,  and  the  gentlest  memories  of 
this  life  are  mingled  with  the  joys  and 
glories  of  the  life  that  has  no  end. 

His  niche  in  the  ages  is  secure.  His 
mighty  fact  is  already  commencing  to 
thunder  louder  than  the  mendacity  of  his 
misguided  enemies.  The  story  of  his 
triumphant  faith  is  the  most  thrilling  in- 
cident in  modern  annals.  It  gives  hope, 
light,  and  life.  It  is  the  beacon  that 
lights  the  way  across  the  dark  chasm  that 
ages  of  ignorance  and  superstition  have 
placed  between  man  and  God.  Tens  of 
thousands  of  true-hearted  men  and  women 
who  have  heard  this  story  of  all- 
conquering  faith  have  gone  in  quest  of 
the  knowledge  of  God  with  an  earnstness 
and  fervour  so  genuine,  that  they  have 
received  the  spirit's  witness  of  God's 
existence,  the  divinity  of  Christ  and  the 
reality  of  the  future  life,  that  "  brings  the 
peace  that  passeth  all  understanding." 

What  a  man  he  was  !  He  was  a  seer. 
By  the  white  light  of  God's  Spirit  he  saw 
the  past  of  nations  now  covered  with  the 
dust  of  ages.  He  was  a  prophet.  By 
the  inspiration  of  the  Holy  Ghost  he  saw 
to-morrow  and  to-morrow's  morrow.  He 
was  a  teacher.  He  gave  to  the  world, 
at  its  most  enlightened  period,  a  sane, 
sensible,  original  and  comprehensive  re- 
ligious philosophy  which  has  successfullv 
weathered  the  opposition  of  the  learned 
and  the  persecution  of  the  wicked  for 
more  than  a  century.  He  was  an 
organiser.  By  the  aid  of  divine  inspira- 
tion he  established  a  Church  so  perfect  in 
organisation  and  internal  workings  that  it 
commands  the  praise  of  those  who  despise 
it.  He  was  a  leader  of  men.  By  the 
magic  power  of  his  pure  character, 
genuine  sincerity  and  deathless  integrity 
to  truth  and  God,  he  gathered  about  him, 
as  his  aides  and  lieutenants  in  the  work 
of  righteousness,  a  coterie  of  men  of  the 
highest  probity  and  the  greatest  native 
intelligence. 
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ll«-  belongs  to  the  ages.  The  trumpet 
call  of  his  mig»hty  faith-fact  will  yet 
reverberate  through  all  lands  and  climes, 

and  turn  a  doubting  world  back  to  God. 
All  who  heed  the  clear,  shrill  outringing 
of  this  deep,  certain  note  of  hope  will 
forever  honour  this  true  prophet  of  God. 
As  long  as  men  aspire  to  fervent  faith, 
love  the  truth  and  honour  God,  they  will 
hold  in  eternal  veneration  the  name  ol 
this  great  and  good  man  who  re- 
discovered faith,  taught  the  truth  and 
glorified  God. — (Digest  of  KSL  Radio 
Address,   December  16,   1934.) 


JOSEPH  SMITH  A  GREAT 
AMERICAN. 

"It    is    by    no    means    improbable    that 
some    future    text-book    for    the    use    of 
generations    yet    unborn    will    contain     a 
question  something  like  this  :  'What  his- 
torical   American    of   the    nineteenth    cen- 
tury  has   exerted   the   most   powerful   in- 
fluence upon  the  destinies  of  his  country- 
men.       And  it  is  by  no  means  impossible 
that  the  answer  to  that  interrogatory  may 
be  thus  written  :  '  Joseph  Smith,  the  Mor- 
mon prophet.'       And  the  reply,  absurd  as 
it  doubtless  seems  to  most  men  now  liv- 
ing,  may  be  an  obvious  commonplace  to 
their  descendants.       History  deals  in  sur- 
prises and  paradoxes  quite  as  startling  as 
this.         Born     in     the     lowest     ranks     of 
poverty,  without  book-learning,  and  with 
the    homeliest    of    all    human    names,    he 
had    made    himself    at    the    age    of    39    a 
power  upon  earth  :       Of  the  multitudinous 
family  of  Smith,  none  had  so  won  human 
hearts    and    shaped    human    lives    as    this 
Joseph.      His  influence,  whether  for  good 
or    evil,    is    potent    to-day,    and    the    end 
is  not  yet." — (Written  in  1844,  following 
an     interview     with     Joseph     Smith,     by 
Josiah     Quincy,     the    mayor    of    Boston, 
Massachusetts.     Published  later  in  Quin- 
cy's  volume,  Figures  of  the  Pust.) 


"  I  know  that  Joseph  Smith  was  called 
of  God  ;  that  he,  as  the  instrument  in  the 
hands  of  the  Lord,  introduced  again  to  the 
wortd  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  by 
the  power  of  God  established  anew  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  :n  the  world.  This 
is  my  testimony." 

— Joseph   Fielding  Smith. 


Why  Mormonism  ? 

By  James  H.  Douglas. 

To  be  a  Mormon  in  name  only  means 
nothing,  though  the  meaning  of  the 
word,  going  back  to  the  root,  as  ana- 
lysed by  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith, 
means   more   good. 

I  wonder  how  many  people  think  of  it 
in  this  light?  Most  people  unacquainted 
with  Mormonism,  having  heard  only 
superficiallv  of  it,  think  it  means  "  more 
bad."      Isn't   that   so? 

Plato  said,  "  Let  us  take  hold  of  life 
and  remodel  it. 

Aristotle  said,  "  First  of  all  let  us  get 
the  facts." 

Let  me  tell  you  what  Mormonism  will 
do  for  the  world  if  the  world  will  live 
religiously  up  to  its  teachings. 

It  will  make  better  men,  women,  boys 
and  girls.  It  will  make  better  fathers, 
mothers,  sons  and  daughters.  It  will 
make  better  citizens,  merchants,  bankers, 
and     workmen.  It     will     make     better 

leaders. 

Wrhv  better?  Because  a  man  who  is 
a  faithful  Mormon  will  be  sober,  his 
brain  will  always  be  clear,  his  body  strong 
and  full  of  vigour.  He  will  be  a  good 
home  maker,  everything  about  his  home 
will  show  thrift.  He  will  be  thrifty  but 
not  covetous.  Industry  will  show  on 
every  hand,  in  his  home,  in  his  business, 
about  his  premises.  The  public  will 
respect  him.  His  neighbours  will  love 
him.  Why?  Because  he  is  congenial 
and  lovable.  He  is  honest,  pure  and 
virtuous.  He  has  high  ideals  of  life. 
He  will  observe  the  Golden  Rule  and  do 
unto  others  as  he  would  like  to  be  done 
by.  He  will  observe  the  Sabbath  day 
and  set  a  good  example  to  all.  He  will 
be  prompt  in  the  payment  of  his  debts 
and  meet  all  of  his  obligations.  He  will 
keep  his  word.  He  will  be  punctual  and 
never  miss  an  appointment.  He  will  be 
clean  spiritually  and  bodily.  His  home 
and  surroundings  will  be  admired  bv  the 
passers-by.  He  will  abstain  from  intoxi- 
cating liquors.  He  wil  not  saturate  his 
body  with  tobacco  poisons.  His  nerves 
will  be  strong  because  he  will  abstain 
from  the  use  of  tea,  coffee,  cocoa,  and 
other  useless  stimulants. 
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If  all  the  world  would  directly  observe 
Mormon  doctrine  and  teachings  the  earth 
would  soon  become  a  fit  abode  for  angelic 
beings  to  dwell  upon.  The  lamb  and  the 
lion  could  dwell  together  in  peace,  and 
the  Son  of  Man  would  soon  come  to.  His 
temple  and  the  earth  would  be  renewed 
and  receive  its  paradisiacal  glory  and  be 
made  a  fit  abode  for  the  redeemed  and 
sanctified  children  of  our  Heavenly 
Father. 

"  We  believe  in  being  subject  to  kings, 
presidents,  rulers  and  magistrates,  in 
obeying,  honouring  and  sustaining  the 
law'."— Twelfth  Article  of  Faith. 


Greetings  to  Primaries  in 
South  Africa. 


In  response  to  a  request  from  your 
Mission,  the  General  Superintendency  of 
the  Primary  Association  send  greetings  : 
and  with  you  lift  our  hearts  in  praise  and 
thanksgiving  for  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ  which  brings,  through  obedience, 
an  abiding  faith  in  God. 

The  great  enduring  realities  that  make 
for  success  and  happiness  are  love  and 
service  which  are  numbered  among  the 
blessings  of  our  Gospel  which  we  are 
privileged   to  enjoy. 

To  our  officers  who  have  so  faithfully 
carried  forward  the  work  with  the 
children,  we  send  love  and  congratula- 
tions for  the  splendid  work  you  have 
accomplished. 

Yours  is  a  blessed  opportunity,  a 
sacred  calling — a  trust  from  the  Lord 
Himself  under  His  divine  injunction, 
"  Feed  My  Lambs." 

To  see  a  human  soul  open  clear  and 
sweet  in  the  light  of  His  truth  and  be 
conscious,  as  the  gardener  is,  that  it  is 
your  planting,  your  watering  that  has 
brought  about  the  blossoming  of  a 
beautiful,  trusting  faith — it  is  this  that 
brings  the  highest  joy. 

Wherever  it  is  convenient,  we  would 
appreciate  your  expressing  our  love  and 
good  wishes  to  the  children. 


With  sincere  appreciation  and  earnest 
prayers  for  continued  success  in  your 
work. 

Sincerely  vours, 

MAY  ANDERSON, 
ISABELLE  S.  ROSS, 
EDITH  H.  LAMBETH, 
General  Superintendency 
of  the  Primary  Associa- 
tions of  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter- 
day  Saints. 

(Editor's  Note  :  The  greetings  from  the 
General  Primary  officers  comes  very  time- 
ly to  South  Africa  as  this  magnificent 
organisation  for  the  good  of  the  children 
of  this  land  has  just  commenced  activi- 
ties over  the  Union  for  1935  work.  Mrs. 
Johanna  Fourie,  the  Mission  General 
Supervisor,  is  rapidly  expanding  this 
work  for  children  and  perfecting  organi- 
sations and  forming  new  ones,  until  soon 
she  will  be  nationally  recognised  as  one 
of  the  outstanding  women,  working  for 
the  good  of  children,  in  the  land  of  South 
Africa.  She  is  loyally  assisted  by  loving 
women  in  many  cities  and  towns  who  are 
helping  in  this  work  for  children  in  the 
Union,  and  one  can  safely  prophesv  that 
thousands  of  young  South  Africans  will 
enjoy  the  blessings  of  Mormon  Primary 
classes  in  the  not  too  distant  future. — D.) 


BOOK  OF  MORMON  ADVICE. 

Counsel  with  the  Lord  in  all  thy  doings, 
and  he  will  direct  thee  for  good ;  yea, 
when  thou  liest  clown  at  night  lie  down 
unto  the  Lord,  that  he  may  watch  over 
you  in  your  sleep  ;  and  when  thou  risest 
in  the  morning  let  thy  heart  be  full  of 
thanks  unto  God  ;  and  if  ye  do  these 
things,  ye  shall  be  lifted  up  at  the  last 
day.—  B.   of  M.,   Alma  37    :  37. 


WHAT  MORMON   IDEALS   DO. 

By  Mrs.  Geneve  J.  Dalton. 

If  we  have  the  ideals  of  Mormonism 
they  will  keep  us  from  doing  the  things 
we  shouldn't  do  and  give  us  joy  in  doing 
the  things  we  should   do. 

□  □  

There  was  one  who  thought  himself 
above  me,  and  he  was  above  me  until  he 
had  that  thought. — Hubbard. 
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Messages  to  Members  of  All  Missions, 

in  Europe,  South  Africa  and   Palestine,  by  Dr.  Joseph   F.  Merrill, 

European  Mission  President  and  a  member  of  the  Council 

of  Twelve  Apostles 


WAS   HE   RIGHT— CHURCH 
ENTERTAINMENTS? 

Recently  a  district  president  wrote  to 
the  mission  office  in  part  as  follows : 
"  Last  Saturday,  tea  was  served  at  one 
of  the  branch  socials,  and  when  I 
objected,  those  in  charge  stated  such  was 
permissible,  as  it  was  only  for  outsiders. 
Will  you  kindly  write  me  a  note  giving 
the  Church's  viewpoint  on  the  matter,  as 
I  should  like  to  clear  up  this  point 
throughout  the  district." 

Good  for  the  district  president !  He 
evidently  believes  there  is  a  reason  why 
"  outsiders  "  are  invited  to  our  social 
functions.  And  it  is  also  evident  that 
the  reason  he  had  in  mind  was  not  clear 
to  those  who  had  the  social  in  charge. 

And  so  the  question  is,  what  particular 
reason  did  the  district  president  have  that 
the  others  did  not  have?  Of  course,  we 
are  not  certain  that  we  know,  but  we 
think  we  do.  His  reason  was  the  prose- 
lyting- value  of  the  function.  If  visitors 
to  our  meetings  and  social  functions  see 
or  hear  nothing  new  to  them  they  are  not 
likely  to  be  impressed.  But  if  at  a  social 
they  find  that  tea  is  not  served  they  will 
have  a  new  experience.  They  will  learn 
something  about  Latter-day  Saint  prac- 
tices and  doctrines.  Likely  they  will 
hear,  and  perhaps  for  the  first  time,  the 
expression  "  word  of  wisdom."  And, 
further,  if  they  see  no  smoking  but,  on 
the  other  hand,  are  confronted  with 
placards  on  which  is  written,  "  No  smok- 
ing, please,"  they  certainly  will  be  im- 
pressed. Yes,  the  district  president  was 
right.  In  all  our  functions  Latter-day 
Saint  standards  should  be  maintained — no 
servings  violative  of  the  Word  of  Wis- 
dom, no  smoking,  no  drinking  of  alcoho- 
lic beverages,  no  conduct  unbecoming  to 
ladies  and  gentlemen.  But  conscious 
efforts  should  be  made  to  maintain  a 
friendly,  sweet  and  wholesome  atmos- 
phere, one  that  is  characteristic  of  clean - 
thinking  and  pure-living  human  beings. 

"  Men  are,  that  they  might  have  joy  " 
is  a  much -quoted  saying,  and  one  expres- 
sive of  Latter-day  Saint  philosophy  of 
life.       Hence  social  gatherings  are  much 


in  favour  among  us,  particularly  in  the 
Missions.  They  Serve  a  number  of  com- 
mendable purposes — provide  opportuni- 
ties for  helpful  and  needful  recreation, 
friendly  contacts,  fruitful  proselyting, 
etc.  Hence  efforts  should  always  be 
exerted  to  make  the  socials  highly  enjoy- 
able for  all,  and  therefore  free  from  dull- 
ness for  any.  But  the  spirit  of  the  Lord, 
the  most  joy-giving  influence  known,  can- 
not be  present  in  an  unwholesome  atmos- 
phere. It  follows,  then,  that  the  most 
enjoyable  social  functions  for  right- 
minded  and  right-acting  people  should 
be  those  in  which  our  Church  ideals  are 
most  nearly  maintained. 

Related  to  the  question  of  "  socials  " 
is  that  of  "  entertainments  " — musicals 
of  various  types,  dramatics,  pageants,  etc. 
— those  that  are  sponsored  by  the  M.I. A. 
These  should  be  encouraged  in  every 
branch  and  district  to  the  fullest  feasible 
extent  dependent  upon  the  existent  talent, 
latent  or  otherwise.  These  entertainments 
will  serve  many  worthy  purposes,  not  the 
least  of  which  is  a  poselyting  purpose. 
But  this  purpose  alone  will  justify  the  ex- 
penditure of  much  time  and  effort  to  make 
these  entertainments  creditable  and 
attractive  and  as  frequent  as  may  be.  Of 
course,  good  judgment  should  govern  in 
all  these  matters.  Entertainments  should 
not  be  promoted  to  the  extent  that  they 
handicap  Sacrament  meetings  and  other 
religious  services.  It  will  usually  be 
found,  however,  that  the  more  active  the 
branch  is  in  providing-  creditable  public 
entertainments,  the  more  lively  it  is 
spiritually. 

Now,  in  all  activities  conducted  under 
the  auspices  of  our  organisations  two 
values  are  involved — interior  values  we 
may  call  them,  that  is,  values  to  the  mem- 
bers ;  and  exterior  values,  that  is,  prose- 
lyting values  or  those  that  will  bring  the 
Church  in  contact  with  non-members. 
And  in  this  connection  may  be  empha- 
sise the  point  that  it  is  the  duty  of  every 
member  and  of  every  organisation  in  the 
Church  to  be  active  in  proselyting,  in 
preaching  the  Gospel.  We  have  accepted 
(Continued  foot  page  26,  column  2.) 
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WELCOME 


President  and   Sister   LeGrand  P.    B'ackman   and   family,   of   Salt 

Lake  City,   Utah,   who  "arrived  in  Cap©  Town  on  the  Edinburgh 

Castle,   Monday,   25th  February,   1935,    to  succeed  President  and 

Sister  Don  Mack  Dalton. 

Left  to  right — Standing :  Mary  Jean,  Robert  LeGrand. 

Seated :   President  LeGrand  P.  Backman,  Beverly,  Sister  Edith  P.  and 

Richard  Price  Backman. 


To  President  and  Sister  LeGrand  P. 
Backman  and  family  :  We  the  members 
and  friends  of  the  Church,  missionaries, 
President  and  Sister  Dalton  and  family 
extend  to  you  a  hearty  welcome  to  this 
great  land  of  South  Africa.  We  express 
to  you  through  "  Cumorah's  Southern 
Messenger  "  our  sincere  good  wishes  for 
a  most  successful  and  happy  administra- 
tion over  the  affairs  of  the  South  African 
Mission. 

We  assure  you  we  are  behind  you  in 
your  leadership  and  want  you  to  feel  con- 


tented   and    at    home,    because    you    are 
among  friends. 

May  God  bless  you  in  your  most  im- 
portant callings  and  give  you  health  and 
strength  to  do  the  great  work  you  have 
been  appointed  and  set  apart  to  per- 
form. We  trust  you  will  receive  untold 
blessings  for  the  sacrifices  you  have  made, 
in  business  and  separation  from  your 
loved  ones  and  your  home  ties  for  the 
Gospel,  and  we  will  try  to  make  such  a 
great  sacrifice  on  your  part  an  example  to 
us,  for  the  sake  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ,  which  we  know  to  be  true. — D. 
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Farewell. 


We  are  sad.  We  have  been  cdnteflted 
and  happy,  bu1  we  must  leave  you  all  and 

the  missionary  work  in  South  Africa. 
Our  successors,  President  and  Sister  Le 
Grand  P.  Backman  will  arrive  in  Cape- 
town, 25th  February.  We  will  sail  7th 
March  on  Duilio  Ccsare  at  5  p.m.  for 
America,  and  with  us  will  go  longing  feel- 
ings and  broken  hearts,  because  of  the 
tremendous  sacrifice  we  have  to  make — 
leaving  perhaps  forever  you  who  are  our 
many  true  and  good  friends  in  the  glori- 
ous land  of  South  Africa,  and  the  humble 
and   good  missionaries. 

For  six  years  we  have  longed  and  still 
long  to  be  with  our  loved  ones  in  Utah, 
yet  that  longing  does  not  affect  us  as  this 
departure  does.  Sighs  and  cries  and 
waking  moments  during  the  small 
hours  of  the  night,  with  weeping  thoughts 
most  all  the  time  have  characterised  our 
lives  since  notice  of  our  pending  release 
was  received  in  December. 

It  is  awfully  hard  to  leave  you  and  the 
missionary  work.  We  just  want  to  con- 
tinue in  your  love  and  kind  thoughts  and 
prayers,  and  even  though  we  go  far  from 
you  we  want  you  to  think  Of  us  and  we 
assure  you  our  thoughts  will  be  with  you. 
You  will  linger  in  our  lives  as  loved 
friends  and  we  cannot  forget  you,  for 
you  have  all  been  sweet  and  good  and 
kind  to  us,  for  which  we  gratefully  thank 
you.  If  we  have  hurt  you  in  any  way, 
please  forgive  us  and  do  believe  that  our 
attempts  in  our  appointed  callings  have 
been  to  help  the  flowers  to  grow. 

It  has  been  a  great  honour  and  distinct 
delight  to  work  with  the  fifty  noble 
missionaries  who  have  laboured  in  this 
mission  during  our  sojourn  and  their 
names  will  always  be  revered  by  us. 
They  are  the  ones  who  have  done  the 
hard  work  and  we  are  so  thankful  to  have 
had  their  close  association  and  congenial 
co-operation.  They  have  added  to  our 
lives  many  sweet  things  and  we  have 
partaken  of  their  beautiful  spirits  as  one 
hungry  at  a  feast.  They  have  given  us 
love  unfeigned. 

All  this  love,  this  joy  and  happiness, 
this  delight,   this  loyalty,  confidence  and 


esteem,  lias  come  about  through  the 
Gospel  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour,  which 
is  so  clearly  taught  by  "  Mormonism  " 
and  so  effectively  used  in  the  lives  of  its 
adherents.  It    has   come    about   by    us 

doing  our  missions  and  you  responding 
to  the  sweet  message  of  the  true  "  story 
of  Ciod  "  to  mankind. 

We  regret  we  cannot  see  you  again, 
before  leaving,  but  it  seems  this  desire 
will  not  be  fulfilled.  We  are  very  sorry 
and  shall  miss  your  warm  hand  clasp  and 
cheering  words.  God  grant  that  we  may 
meet  again  "  sometime  somewhere." 

Word  has  been  received  that  it  will  not 
be  necessary  to  tour  the  mission  with 
President  Backman.  However,  may  we 
ask  that  you  give  to  him  and  his  wife 
the  same  loyalty,  love  and  co-operation 
you  have  given  us,  and  greater  if  possi- 
ble, because  they  are  well  deserving  of  it 
all,  together  with  your  honour  and 
esteem. 

We  leave  you.  We  are  sad.  But  may 
the  choicest  blessings  of  our  Father  ever 
be  with  you  spiritually  and  temporally 
and  help  you  onward  in  your  valiant  fight 
for  His  glorious  kingdom.  You  will 
win  it  as  you  faithfully  strive  for  it  and 
He  will  be  merciful  and  kind  and  good 
to  you  as  He  is  merciful  and  kind  and 
good  to  us.  Good-bye.  Good  luck.  God 
bless  you. 

Sincerely, 

President   and   Sister   Don    Mack    Dalton. 


(Continued  from  page   24.) 

the  Gospel,  and  we  are  required  to  share 
our  knowledge  of  it  with  our  fellowmen. 
For  most  of  us  this  teaching,  or  sharing, 
will  be  most  effectively  done  by  the  way 
in  which  we  live,  the  way  we  function. 
And  the  discharge  of  the  duty,  herein 
mentioned,  necessitates  our  being  con- 
tinually alive  to  every  opportunity  of 
favourably  influencing  our  fellowmen. 
By  all  feasible  means,  then,  let  us 
develop  the  activities  sponsored  by  the 
M.I. A. — Joseph    F.    Merrill. 
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Bon  Voyage. 


The  Elders  of  the  South  African  Mis- 
sion join  in  bidding-  President  and  Sister 
Dalton  and  their  two  children  a  fond 
farewell.  It  is  with  much  sorrow  in  our 
hearts  that  we  say  good-bye  to  these  won- 
derful people.  They  have  lived  lives  and 
set  examples  before  us  that  we  all  could 
follow  to  make  us  better  men  and  women. 
Perhaps  no  one  in  South  Africa  is  better 
acquainted  with  the  Daltons  than  are  the 
missionaries  and  it  is  with  sadness  that 
we  think  of  being  separated  from  those 
who  have  played  such  an  important  role 
in   our  lives. 

On  the  18th  February,  1929,  President 
and  Sister  Dalton  relieved  President  and 
Sister  Martin  as  head  of  the  South  Afri- 
can Mission,  making  a  total  of  six  years 
that  they  have  given  their  services  to  the 
cause  that  we  all  have  so  much  at  heart. 
President  Dalton  has  laboured  diligently 
to  further  the  standard  of  the  Church  in 
this  country.  He  has  never  let  any 
outside  thing  interfere  with  his  mission- 
ary work.  His  motto  has  always  been 
"  we  must  better  our  best,"  and  to  this 
end  he  has  striven.  The  path  hasn't 
been  smooth  and  there  have  been  big 
obstacles  which  have  had  to-  be  sur- 
mounted even  to  the  extent  of  jeopardis- 
ing health  and  strength  so  that  the  Lord's 
work  could  be  promulgated  in  this 
beautiful  country  of  South  Africa. 

Let  us  review  some  of  the  things  that 
have  taken  place  in  the  last  six  years  of 
this  important  work.  There  have  been 
Book  of  Mormon  selling  contests,  a 
Book  of  Mormon  reading  contests,  meet- 
ing contests,  Membership  Drive  contests, 
to  keep  the  people  interested  and  with 
something  to  keep  them  busy.  In  the 
office  has  been  a  system  originated  where- 
by the  missionaries  can  have  the  Cumorah 
"  Southern  Messenger  "  sent  to  their 
friends  who  want  to  know  more  about  the 
true  Church  of  Christ.  New  Branches 
have  been  organised  and  there  have  been 
two  Relief  Society  Conventions,  one  each 
at  "  Cumorah,"  Mowbray,  and  "  Ra- 
mah,"  Johannesburg,  "a  big  undertaking 
in  itself  to  have  a  representative  from  each 
Branch  present.  The  total  baptisms  dur- 
ing his  administration  are  547,  thus  in- 
creasing the  fold  from  596  in  1929  to  1,143 


in  1935,  not  to  mention  the  many  children 
blessed  into  the  Church.  Statistics  show 
that  the  number  of  missionaries  have 
decreased  as  accomplishments  have  in- 
creased, thus  showing  that  bv  the 
determination  of  President  Dalton  a  great 
work  has  been  accomplished. 

In  baseball  in  South  Africa  he  has  done 
a  great  deal,  being  one  of  the  leaders  in 
the  Peninsula  and  at  one  time  captain  of 
the  Western  Province  team.  He  has 
been  manager  of  the  "  Cumorah  "  team 
for  three  years  of  championship  baseball 
and  has  acted  on  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee of  the  Baseball  Association.  He  has 
been  instrumental  in  making  baseball 
what  it  is  to-day  in   Cape  Town. 

To  our  dear  mission  mother  we  cannot 
say  enough.  She  has  made  "  Cumorah  " 
or  wherever  she  has  been,  just  like  a 
paradise  for  the  missionaries.  The  meals 
that  she  has  served  have  always  been  the 
very  best  and  when  we  needed  buttons 
sewed  on  or  socks  darned  or  clothes 
sewed  up  Sister  Dalton  has  always  been 
ready  to  do  the  job.  There  hasn't  been 
a  missionary  in  South  Africa  for  six  vears 
that  doesn't  know  about  Sister  Dalton' s 
banana  cream  pie  and  have  all  determined 
to  get  Sister  Dalton  to  teach  our  wives 
(if  there  are  any)  to  make  this  delicious 
dessert. 

We  are  going  to  miss  the  two  boys, 
Gerald  and  George  Edward,  who  have 
kept  things  so  much  alive  whereever  they 
have  been.  May  they   sometime  come 

down  and  labour  in  this  country  as 
missionaries,  where  they  have  spent  their 
childhood. 

We  have  President  and  Sister  Dalton 
to  thank  for  the  success  of  our  missions 
and  ourselves  to  blame  for  our  failures. 
We  have  always  found  that  if  we  fol- 
lowed the  advice  of  these  good  people 
we  would  never  go  wrong. 

As  they  leave  these  shores,  and  the 
shadow  of  Table  Mountain,  an  everlasting 
but  insufficient  tribute  to  President  and 
Sister  Dalton  is  this:  "  They  are  those 
whose  eyes  have  beamed  on  us  in  love, 
whose  voices  have  thrilled  our  souls, 
whose  handclasps  and  caresses  have  called 
comfort  to  our  hearts,  and  whose  lives  are 
still  lifting  ours  to  higher  levels."  "  Well 
done,  thou  good  and  faithful  servants." 
— Contributed  by  the  Missionaries  of  the 
South  African  Mission. 
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A  TRIBUTE  TO  THE   RELIEF 
SOCIETY. 

A  cultured  eastern  lady,  who  has 
travelled  over  the  world,  by  chance 
attended  the  general  public  meeting  of 
the  Relief  Society  Conference,  and  in 
speaking  of  it  to  one  of  our  women,  said, 
"  I  have  travelled  the  world  over,  and 
attended  conventions  of  women,  among 
all  the  English  speaking  people,  but  to 
me,  this  great  gathering  of  your  Relict 
Society  women,  is  the  most  wonderful 
sight  in  the  world.  Why,  look  at  the 
women!  There      is     character,      true 

womanhood  and  purpose  written  upon 
every  face.  Anyone  can  see  that  these 
people  are  real  women,  and  are  living  a 
real  life  devoted  to  a  noble  purpose.  Oh  ! 
how  different  from  the  fashionable  con- 
ventions and  society  functions  of  the 
world,  where  women  waste  their  energies 
and  exhaust  their  strength  in  frivolity ! 
You  have  peace  here;  it  is  written  on 
every  countenance — the  peace  that  is  the 
reward  of  a  life  devoted  to  a  great 
rause;  " — A  clipping  selected  by  Elder 
Richard   Knight. 


-  □   □ 


THE  RESURRECTION. 

"  All  men  who  are  immortal  dwell  in 
everlasting   burnings.  You   cannot   go 

anywhere  but  where  God  can  find  you 
out.  All  men  are  born  to  die,  and  all 
men   must   rise;   all   must   enter   eternity. 

"  In  order  for  you  to  receive  your 
children  to  yourself,  you  must  have  a 
promise — some  ordinance,  some  bless- 
ing, in  order  to  ascend  above  principali- 
ties, or  else  it  may  be  an  angel.  They 
must  rise  just  as  they  died  :  we  can  there 
hail  our  lovely  infants  with  the  same 
glory_the  same  loveliness  in  the  celestial 
glory,  where  they  all  enjoy  alike.  They 
differ  in  stature,  in  size:  the  same 
glorious  spirit  gives  them  the  likeness 
of  glory  and  bloom ;  the  old  man  with  his 
silvery  hairs  will  glory  in  bloom  and 
beauty.  No  man  can  describe  it  to 
you — no  man  can  write  it." 

— Joseph  Smith. 


My  Testimony. 

By.  W.  P.  Daniels. 

For  eighteen  years  I  was  an  Elder  in 
the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  of  South 
Africa,  and  laboured  with  that  fine  old 
man,  Rev.  Michael  C.  Botha.  After  he 
had  retired,  I  continued  to  serve  with  the 
newly  appointed   minister. 

One  day,  sometime  during  the  year 
1915,  a  gentlemen  entered  my  tailor 
shop  in  Cape  Town  and  began  telling  me 
about  the  restored  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 
I  had  heard  of  this  religion  of  the  Latter- 
day  Saints,  for  my  sister  and  her  husband 
and  one  of  my  sons  had  been  converted 
and  were  at  the  time  in  Salt  Lake  City, 
but  I  had  not  bothered  to  study  it  as  I 
believed  my  religion  to  be  quite  good 
enough  for  me  as  it  had  been  all  those 
years.  But  when  this  Mormon  Elder 
came  that  day,  I  was  interested  enough 
to  ask  many  questions,  and  amongst  the 
many  things  I  learned,  was  that  he  had 
come  13,000  miles  to  preach  the  Gospel, 
and  was  not  receiving  a  penny.  He  had 
come  as  the  Saviour  went  out  teaching 
the  Gospel,  and  as  He  admonished  His 
disciples  to  go  .  .  .  "  having  neither  gold 
nor  silver,  nor  scrip  for  the  journey." 
(Matthew  10  9.)  This  struck  me  very 
forcibly,  and  I  compared  his  position  with 
that  of  my  minister  who  was  earning  a 
comfortable  if  not  fat  salary,  and  was 
living  in  a  house  given  him  free  by  the 
congregation. 

My  interest  having  at  last  been  roused, 
I  decided  one-day  to  go  out  to  the 
Mission  House  at  Mowbray  and  speak  to 
the  President,  who  at  that  time  happened 
to  be  President  N.  G.  Smith.  We  had  a 
long  talk,  and  President  Smith  told  me 
all  about  the  restoration  of  the  Gospel 
through  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith.  I 
did  not  openly  profess  to  accept  the  Gos- 
pel, for  I  was  desirous  of  going  to  Utah 
myself,  and  there  continue  my  investiga- 
tion. Very  soon  after,  my  other  son 
and  I  sailed  for  America  and  Utah,  where 
I  was  baptised  by  Elder  C.  Steed,  and 
confirmed  by  his  father.  After  a  year's 
sojourn  in  that  beautiful  land,  I,  accom- 
panied by  both  my  sons,  returned  to 
sunny  South  Africa,  a  Mormon  and 
very  happy   to  be  one. 

Just  prior  to  my  departure  from  Salt 
Lake  City,  I  had  the  pleasure  and  honour 
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of  visiting-  President  Joseph  Fielding' 
Smith,  President  of  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  in  his  office. 
When  he  shook  hands  and  said  good-bye 
to  me,  I  asked,  "  What  do  you  want  me 
to  tell  them  in  South  Africa?  "  The 
Prophet  answered,  "  Tell  them  the  truth, 
Brother  Daniels,"  to  which  I  made  reply, 
"  As  the  Queen  of  Sheba  said  to  Solo- 
mon, the  half  was  never  told.  Here  I 
have  had  to  come  to  Zion  myself  to  see 
the  other  half  for  myself." 

My  testimony  is  that  I  know  Joseph 
Smith  to  have  been  a  Latter-day  Prophet 
of  God,  and  know  he  was  instrumental  in 
re-establishing  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ,  and  that  the  restored  Gospel  con- 
tains nothing  but  the  teachings  of  Christ 
Himself. 

In  1918,  during  the  great  'flu  epide- 
mic, I  was  taken  suddenly  ill  early  one 
morning.  I  had  three  convulsions  one 
after  the  other,  a  thing  I  had  never 
before  experienced.  Mv  wife  got  in 
touch  with  Cumorah,  and  President 
Smith  sent  Elder  Merrill  up  to  my  house 
to  administer  to  me.  It  is  scarcely 
credible,  but  within  an  hour  I  sat  down 
to  breakfast  with  Elder  Merrill  and  my 
wife,  and  ate  of  everything  that  they  did. 
I  was  never  troubled  with  an  illness  again 
for  years. 

While  President  J.  W.  Sessions  was 
out  here  I  came  to  Church  one  evening 
with  a  real  bronchial  cough,  but  Presi- 
dent Sessions  annointed  me,  and  I  went 
into  service  and  forgot  that  I  had  been 
troubled  with   a  cough. 

In  August,  1933,  I  was  once  more  taken 
terribly  ill.  It  came  on  very  suddenly 
one  afternoon  while  out  visiting,  and  I 
thought  it  would  soon  pass.  But  for  six 
weeks  I  lay  at  death's  door,  with  two 
doctors  battling-  for  my  life.  I  did  not 
want  to  send  for  the  Elders,  but  eventu- 
ally I  did.  President  Don  Mack  Dalton 
was  on  tour  up  north  at  the  time,  so 
Elder  Stanford  Smith  came  and  adminis- 
tered to>  me.  This  gave  me  considerable 
relief  for  a  while,  but  unfortunately  I  once 
more  became  bad.  President  Dalton  had 
returned  bv  this  time,  and  when  he  saw 
me  he  just  wept  bitterly.  He  returned 
to  Cumorah  to  fetch  Sister  Dalton  and 
his  two  small  sons  to  say  farewell  to  me. 
When  they  arrived,  all  four  of  them  knelt 
at  my  bedside,  and  prayed,  even  the 
youngest,  little  George  Edward,  who  was 


only  five  at  that  time,  said  a  praver  for 
"  Bro.      Daniels."  President    rDalton 

administered  to  me  and  promised  me  I 
would  return  to  Cumorah.  About  two 
or  three  weeks  later  he  fetched  me  in  his 
ear,  and  took  me  to  Sunday  School  ;it 
Mowbray.  I  was  helped  on  to  the  plat- 
form, and  then  asked  to  speak,  so  I  told 
of  my  wonderful  recovery  due  to  faith 
and  prayer.  At  the  close  of  that  service, 
everyone  present,  from  the  oldest  to  the 
very  youngest,  came  and  shook  hands 
with  me  and  welcomed  me  back  in  their 
midst. 

I  know  the  sick  can  be  healed  through 
the  annointing  of  oil  and  a  prayer  of 
faith  ;  I  know  that  God  lives  and  hears 
and  answers  prayers ;  that  Joseph  Smith 
is  a  prophet  of  God  and  that  Jesus  is  the 
resurrected  redeemer  and  verily  the  Son 
of  our  true  and  living  personal  Father  in 

heaven. 

□   □  

Mission   News 

CAPE  DISTRICT. 

Elder  Morris  P.  Woolley,   District  President, 
"  Cumorah,"   Main   Road,  Mowbray. 

Meetings  held  at  above  address,  Sundays, 
10.30  a.m.  and  7.0  p.m.  ;  Mutual,  Tuesdays, 
7.30  p.m.  ;  Relief  Society  and  Priesthood 
Meeting,    Thursdays,    7.45   p.m. 

A  baptismal  service  was  held  on 
Brother  J.  A.  Cloete's  farm  in  Otjiwaron- 
go,  South-West  Africa,  on  Sunday,  20th 
January,  at  which  two  of  his  children, 
Gert  Jacobus  and  Gabriel  Jacobus,  were 
baptised  and  confirmed  by  Elder  Morris 
Pratt  Woolley.  Myra  Margaret  Cloete 
was  blessed  at  the  service  bv  Elder  M. 
P.  Woolley. 

Mowbray  Branch  is  also  happy  to 
announce  another  baptism.  On  Tues- 
day, 12th  February,  Mrs.  Janet  Lorraine 
Wintle  was  baptised  at  "  Cumorah  "  by 
Elder  Morris  P.  Woolley  and  confirmed 
by  Elder  Howard  C.  Badger.  It  is  with 
sincere  joy  that  Sister  Wintle's  many 
friends  welcome  her  into  the  Church, 
especially  since  her  baptism  came  as  the 
result  of  long   and  earnest   investigation. 

Brother  and  Sister  Leslie  Halse,  of 
Eerste  River,  are  the  proud  parents  of 
another  baby  girl,  which  was  blessed  at 
their  home  on  Sunday,  27th  January,  by 
P'resident    Don    Mack    Dalton    and    was 
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given  the  name  of  Amy  Geneve,  in  honour 
of  her  grandmother  and  Sister  Dalton. 

On  3rd  February,  Clarissa  Edith  Camp- 
bell, infant  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Peter  Jacobus  Campbell,  was  blessed  at 
Parow  by  Elder  M.  P.  Woollcy.  On 
Thursday,  7th  February,  throe  more 
Campbell  children  were  blessed,  Maggie 
Magdelina  and  John  Christian  Jacobus 
being  blessed  by  Elder  M.  P.  Woolley, 
and  Joey  Janette  Elizabeth  being  blessed 
by  Elder  E.  J.  Jakins. 

Calvin  Stanford  Slater,  recent  arrival 
at  the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister  W.  V. 
Slater,  of  Mowbrav,  was  blessed  on  the 
17th  of  February  by  Elder  M.  P. 
Woolley. 

The  Mowbray  Branch  •  was  organised 
for  the  year  1935  on  17th  February,  the 
various  officers  being  sustained  and  set 
apart  at  the  evening  service  at 
"  Cumorah."  The     members     of     the 

Branch  with  their  respective  callings  are 
as  follows :  Walter  N.  Park,  Branch 
President;  Samuel  O.  Waymouth,  First 
Counsellor;  Louis  J.  Swart,  Second 
Counsellor ;  T.  Y.  Wilson,  Sunday  School 
Superintendent  ;  Agnes  Wilson,  Sunday 
School  Secretary;  Dora  Goodrich,  Sun- 
day School  Organist;  Maud  Morton, 
Relief  Society  President ;  Alice  Botha, 
President  of  Young  Women's  Mutual 
Improvement  Association;  Dora  Good- 
rich, First  Counsellor;  Elder  John  J. 
Bates,  President  of  Young  Men's  Mutual 
Improvement  Association ;  Margaret 
Park,  Branch  Organist ;  Thomas  Wilson, 
Chorister  ;  and  Elder  Howard  C.  Badger, 
Choir  Master.  The  organisation  of  the 
auxiliaries  will  be  completed  within  the 
coming  month,  and  much  is  expected 
during  this  year  from  such  a  fine  group 
of  officers. 

The  Woodstock  Branch  Sunday  School, 
which  has  had  a  temporary  organisation 
during  the  past  few  months,  was  organ- 
ised for  the  coming  year  on  3rd  Febru- 
ary. Brother  L.  J.  Swart  was  set  apart 
as  Superintendent  with  Brother  Murphy 
as  First  Counsellor,  Nancy  Murphy  as 
Secretary  and  Treasurer,  and  Hilda  Swart 
as  Organist. 

In  the  Parow  Branch  organisation  is 
also  being  completed.  Brother  William 
Louw  is  the  new  Sunday  School  Superin- 
tendent, having  been  set  apart  by  Elder 
E.  J.  Jakins, 


A  cottage  meeting  was  held  in  the  home 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bailey,  who  have  been 
friends  of  the  Church  for  several  years, 
mi    Friday,   8th    February.        Elder  John 

J.  Bates  and  Elder  Howard  C.  Badge. 
delivered  talks  OB  the  principles  of 
Mormonism  to  a  small  group  of  members 
and  investigators  gathered  there. 

The  weekly  Thursday  night  cottage 
meetings  held  in  the  homes  of  members  at 
Parow  are  still  proving  a  powerful  means 
of  teaching  the  Gospel  to  the  members 
and  investigators  who  attend  them. 

On  11th  February  the  Branch  of  Love 
resumed  its  weekly  Monday  night  meet- 
ings in  the  home  of  Brother  W.  P. 
Daniels,  Elder  M.  P.  Woolley  and  Elder 
Julian   R.    Durham   being   in   attendance. 

Brother  C.  B.  Spear,  the  Bloemfontein 
Branch  President,  left  Cape  Town  for 
his  home  on  11th  February,  after  a  busi- 
ness trip  to  the  Cape.  During  his  stay 
he  enjoyed  his  association  with  the  mem- 
bers and  friends  in  the  vicinity.  Likewise 
his  fine  talks  and  pleasing  personality 
were  enjoyed  by  all  those  with  whom  he 
came  in  contact. 

The  Primary  Valentine  Party  at  the 
home  of  Sister  Johanna  Fourie  in  Wood- 
stock, on  14th  February,  proved  a  big 
success  and  started  the  year  off  for  th^ 
children  \\  ith  a  bang. 

The  auxiliaries  of  the  Mowbray  Branch 
will  commence  the  new  year  with  a  social, 
to  be  held  on  the  12th  of  February  at 
"  Cumorah." 

On  Wednesday,  13th  February,  the 
P'arow  Branch  held  a  social  which  was 
enjoyed  by  all  and  which  was  honoured 
by  the  presence  of  President  and  Sister 
Don  Mack  Dalton. 

Mr.  Graham  Botha,  Chief  Archivist  of 
the  Union,  was  host  to  President  Dalton 
and  the  Elders  in  an  interesting  tour  of 
the  Cape  Town  Castle  on  12th  February. 
Many  historical  points  were  brought  to 
the  attention  of  the  guests,  who  left  with 
a  better  appreciation  of  the  historv  of  the 
Cape  than  could  otherwise  have  been 
found.        Thanks   to   Mr.    Botha. 

Four  Cumorah  players  have  been 
chosen  to  represent  Western  Province  in 
the  baseball  game  against  Transvaal  to 
be  played  23rd  February  at  the  Rosebank 
Oval.  They  are  the  well-known  battery: 
Elder  S.  G.  Smith  and  President  Don 
Mack  Dalton,  Elder  M.  P.  Woolley  and 
Elder    Howard    C,    Badger. 
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The  Cape  District  is  looking-  forward 
with  anticipation  to>  the  arrival  of  Presi- 
dent Backman  and  family,  who  arrive  on 
the  mail  boat  25th  February.  Many  of 
the  older  members  recall  the  successful 
mission  the  new  President  fulfilled  in  this 
country  years  ago,  and  they  will  be 
especially  happy  to  again  renew  their 
association   with    him.  However,    it   is 

with  great  sorrow  that  the  District  thinks 
of  bidding  farewell  to  President  and 
Sister  Dalton  and  family,  whose  loving 
kindness  and  guidance  have  endeared 
them  to  all  their  many  friends  and 
associates. 


TRANSVAAL  DISTRICT. 

Elder  J.  T.    M.    Wilson,    District    President, 
395,  Commissioner  Street,  Johannesburg. 

Meetings  held  at  above  address,  Thursdays, 
8  p.m.  ;  Fridays,  8  p.m.  ;  and  Sundays,  10.30 
a.m.  and  7.30  p.m. 

The  Transvaal  District  welcomed  the 
opportunitv  of  baptising  two  more  into 
the  fold  of  Christ  on  Sunday,  13th 
January,  1935,  both  of  whom  were  bap- 
tised at  Ramah.  Elder  J.  T.  M.  Wilson 
baptised  Catharina  P.  Labuschagne,  who 
was  confirmed  by  Brother  W.  H.  Brum- 
mer.  Elder  R.  W.  Millburn  baptised 
Louisa  W.  Hennings,  who  was  confirmed 
by  Brother  N.  G.  Muir.  Both  these 
sisters  rejoice  to  be  members  of  Christ's 
Church.  They  left  by  train  the  follow- 
ing night  for  their  homes  in  the  Bloem- 
fontein   District. 

Elders  J.  Wilson  and  R.  Millburn 
visited  Pretoria  Branch  and  friends  on 
Sunday,  10th  January.  They  stayed  for 
three  days,  trying  to  stimulate  a  greater 
interest  in  the  members  and  officers  so 
they  would  gain  a  stronger  spirit  in  the 
work  of  the  Lord.  It  is  hoped  that  Pre- 
toria has  elminated  all  hindrances  which 
would  deny  them  the  power  of  progress 
and    development. 

On  the  night  of  2nd  Februarv  Brother 
and  Sister  A.  G.  Brummer  and  their  three 
children  met  with  a  serious  accident, 
caused  by  a  head-on  collision  between 
their  car  and  a  taxi.  Brother  Brummer 
had  fifteen  stitches  applied  to  a  wound 
on  his  he'-'d,  but  the  rest  of  the  family 
escaped  with  minor  injuries  and  bruises. 
All  are  progressing  fine,  and  feel  verv 
grateful  to  the  Lord  for  the  safety  of 
their  infant  daughter  who  was  in  her 
mother's  arms  when  the  crash  occurred. 


Elders  J.  Wilson  and  R.  Millburn 
visited  Pretoria  Branch  and  friends  on 
Sunday,  20th  January,  1935.  They  stayed 
for  three  days  during  which  period  they 
visited  all  members  and  friends,  trying  to 
stimulate  a  greater  interest  in  the  mem- 
bers and  officers  in  Branch  worK. 

Mr.  and  Sister  Xicholls  are  the  fond 
father  and  mother  of  a  nine  pound  baby 
boy  born  to  them  on  the  10th  January. 
Sister  Nichols  feels  proud  to  be  the  first 
of  her  family  to  rear  a  grandchild  to  her 
father  and  mother,  Bro.  and  Sister 
Hubert. 

Missionary  societies  have  been  formed 
in  the  major  branches  of  the  District  for 
the  development  of  the  members. 
Springs  leads  the  way  for  the  distribu- 
tion of  literature  and  activity  work. 

Brother  Louis  Duncan,  who  has  been 
the  Ramah  Branch  Clerk  for  some  time, 
was  released  with  a  vote  of  thanks,  and 
Brother  R.  E.  Futter  sustained  to  fill  his 
place.  Brother  Duncan  has  other  offices 
in  the  Church,  and  as  he  feels  he  cannot 
do  justice  to  all,  asked  to  be  released. 

Owing  to  the  development  of  the 
Transvaal  District  a  new  Sunday  School 
was  organised  at  Rossmore  on  Sunda\ , 
27th  January,  1935,  with  Brother  Stephen 
Brummer  as  the  Superintendent.  Brother 
and  Sister  Freer  and  Stephan  Brummer, 
with  friends,  have  shown  much  interest 
in  their  new  project  and  are  doing  all  they 
can  to  make  the  Sunday  School  one  of  the 
best.  Brother  and  Sister  Freer's  baby 
girl  was  blessed  on  Sundav,  the  27th 
January,  1935,  by  Elder  R.  W.  Millburn 
and  given  the  name  of  Valory  Claudette 
Freer. 

Brother  Lawrence  Kelly,  who  was 
suffering  from  a  severe  ear  trouble,  was 
administered  to  by  Elder  J.  Wilson  and 
R.  Millburn.  He  has  made  complete 
recover}-. 

Brother  George  Cable,  aged  87,  left 
Johannesburg  to  spend  a  month's  holidav 
with   relatives. 

Sister  Mannell,  our  oldest  sister  in  the 
Mission,  has  been  suffering  with  illness  off 
and  on  for  some  time,  which  has  left  her 
weak.  An  interest  in  the  faith  and 
prayers    of    the    members    will    help    her. 

The  Ramah  Branch  M.I.A.  gave  their 
opening  social  on  Wednesday,  6th 
February,     1935,      which     was     a     huge 
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success.  A  good  crowd  attended,  and  the 
evening's  entertainment  was  well 
planned   and   conducted. 

We  regret  to  report  that  Brother  E. 
L.  Futter,  his  son  Reaford,  Sisters  Mavis 
Louw  and  Olive  Futter  were  called  hack 
home  to  East  London  to>  the  sick  bed  <>l 
their  young  brother,  Temple  Futter. 
They,  together  with  Brother  L.  G.  Muir, 
who  serviced  his  car  and  presence,  left 
for  East  London  from  Johannesburg,  the 
8th  February,  in  the  afternoon. 
We  know  the  Lord  will  bless  Brother  L. 
G.  Muir  for  his  kindness  and  saintly 
consideration  of  his  fellows.  A  wire 
received  in  Johannesburg  states  that 
Brother  Temple  Futter  died  12th  Febru- 
ary. All  members  of  the  Mission  join 
in  deep  sympathy  with  this  good  family 
in  their  bereavement. 

Mr.  and  Sister  Phillips,  from  Bloem- 
fontein,  made  a  flying  visit  to  Johannes- 
burg, where  they  visited  their  son,  Bertie, 
and  the  Elders  and  friends. 

Waterval  Branch  was  visited  by  Elders 
J.  Wilson  and  R.  Millburn  on  Sunday, 
3rd   February.        A   fine   spirit  prevailed. 

The  M.I.A.  and  Relief  Society  held  the 
opening  social  conjointly  on  Wednesday, 
6th  February.  All  present  enjoyed  them- 
selves, 

Boksburg. 

Elders  Taysom  and  Bailey,  missionaries 
labouring  in  the  East  Rand,  report  good 
results  in  their  labours.  They  have  had 
to  combat  many  difficulties  in  meeting 
ministers  of  other  religions,  and  have  de- 
fended the  truth  no  matter  what  the 
challenge.  Cottage  meetings  held  in 
the  homes  of  the  members  are  being  well 
attended  by  friends. 

Liahona  Branch  has  changed  the  time 
of  holding  their  Sacrament  meetings  in 
the  afternoon  to<  the  evening.  The 
attendance  at  the  meetings  has  improved. 
Branch  President  L.  G.  Muir  wishes  that 
the  members  of  his  branch  will  support 
him  in  his  desires  to  meet  their  needs  and 
give  praise  to  God. 

Springs  Branch  has  had  several  mem- 
bers from  other  districts  swell  their  num- 
bers. Brother  Futter  and  Sister  Olive 
Futter,  from  East  London,  have  been 
living  in  Springs  with  Brother  and  Sister 
I.  C.  Louw. 


Sister  Susie  Johnson  and  Brother  Davey 
were  united  in  matrimony  on  Saturday, 
the  2nd  February.  May  the  Lord  bless 
them. 

Elders  Wilson  and  Millburn  have  been 
out  at  Springs  on  a  noticeable  number  of 
times.  They  administered  to  Herr  Adolf 
Hitler,  the  young  son  of  Brother  and 
Sister  van  der  Merwe.  He  has  had  a 
complete  recovery. 

Mrs.  Gous  was  given  a  remarkable 
proof  of  the  power  of  the  Priesthood. 
She  was  suffering  from  a  severe  attack 
of  neuralgia,  and  on  being  administered 
to  by  Elders  J.  Wilson  and  R.  Millburn, 
the  ache  immediately  ceased,  and  has  not 
given  any  trouble  since. 

WTill  all  branches  of  the  Transvaal  Dis- 
trict please  send  in  their  monthly  branch 
reports  to  District  headquarters  as  soon 
after  the  25th  of  each  month  as  possible. 


PORT  ELIZABETH. 
Elder    R.    K.    F.    Doller,    Branch    President, 
Bushy  Park,  23,  Quoits  St.,  Port  Elizabeth. 

Services  field  at  Mechanics'  Hall,  No.  9, 
Donkin  Street,  Sundays,  10.30  a.m.  and  7 
p.m. ;   Wednesdays,    7.30   p.m. 

The  arrival  of  Elder  Wayne  D.  Strong, 
Mission  Field  Man,  on  27th.  January, 
came  as  a  happy  surprise  to  the  members 
and  friends  of  the  Port  Elizabeth  Branch. 
Here  he  is  aiding  in  the  advancement  of 
the  work  and  is  heartily  welcomed  by  all- 
Friday,  1st  February,  Sister  Mc  Williams 
was  set  apart  as  teacher  of  the  Mount 
Pleasant  Primary  class.  Meetings  are 
being  held  each  Fridav  at  her  home  and 
are  being  attended  with  much  enthusiasm 
by  the  children. 

The  opening  M.I.A.  social  was  held  on 
the  6th  of  February.  The  entertainment 
of  the  evening"  consisted  in  the  playing  of 
games  and  the  presentation  of  a  small 
programme.  An  enjoyable  time  was  had 
bv  all  present,  and  many  such  evenings 
are  being  looked  forward  to  during  the 
rest  of  the  Mutual  year. 

The  work  in  the  Port  Elizabeth  Branch 
continues  to  forge  ahead  slowly  but 
surely.  All  the  auxiliary  organisations 
are  not  at  present  fully  officered,  but  it  is 
expected  that  they  will  be  in  the  near 
future. 
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